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MISSIN6 MENHIRS - CORNWALL'S LOST STONES 
4: Selena Stones 

In the far west of the West Penwith 
. peninsula, to the west of Lamoma, near to 
Treverven House, stands the beautifully 
shaped 7ft high Treverven menhir, next to a 
public footpath at SW4081 2400. This stone 
is quite well known, but what is unknown by 
most people is that there were formerly two 
stones about a mile due west standing in a 
field next to the present St.Buryan - Treen & 
Porthcumo road. These were the Selena 
Stones [SW3974 2399] which were 
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recorded by Cyrus Redding in his book An Illustrated Itinerary of Cornwall in 1842. He 
says that one stone was standing, measuring 9ft lOin high (3 metres), with a companion 
stone lying nearby. 

The stones would have commanded a 
magnificent view to the twin hills of Chapel Cam 
Brea and Bartinney, and it is tempting to speculate 
that there may have been one stone marking each 
of the holy hills. Both stones were removed soon 
after the 1842 reference, and nothing is now visible 
in the field. However, when MM visited the site 
recently, dowsing revealed the location of a large 
part (about 5ft) of the standing stone, now built ~~}:J~~~~f:!~~-~-.i;.;.::~--"""'-m6olli .. 
into the field wall [photo right}. 

The visit also revealed that from the stone(s) another smaller markstone was visible 
about 1 mile to the NE (north of the Treverven menhir) at SW4068 2438. We visited this 
stone, which turned out to be a 3ft marker stone, standing in a field slope on the opposite 
side of the valley from the Selena Stones location. It too is intervisible with the Treverven 
stone, and if it was a prehistoric stone, then all 3 locations - the Selena stones, Treverven 
menhir and the Markstone may have formed a triangular (possibly astronomical) relation­
ship in this remote comer of the West Penwith peninsula. 

LOST AND FOUND - Carn Clough Barrow 
A recent fire on Chypraze cliff above Portheras 

Cove at Pendeen has revealed the existence of a magnifi­
cent Bronze Age barrow [SW3929 3588]. Known as Cam 
Clough barrow, it was first noted by Halliwell in 1847, but 
has been buried under thick gorse for many years. With a 
diameter of 24ft (7 .3m) and a remaining 11 tall contiguous 
stones all inclined inwards at an angle of 60° towards a 
central. cist, the barrow has a fine view towards the sacred hill of Cam Gulva. It is a 
well-preserved coastal barrow to add to all the others along this coast towards Lands End. 

5 
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PEBBLETIUPPIN6 OVER PENDEEN 
by David Jones 

From a simple observation on a family holiday a few years ago, a fascination for one 
particular alignment has led to a near obsession, and a chance second observation a mile 
away maybe more important than the first, and has led to many conversations with locals, 
enthusiasts and experts. My first observation relates to the inner gate stones of Chun Castle 
and what I call the outer pointer stone at approx 65 feet to the west and Chun Quoit. After 
my son observed a hole in the cap stone, the question of what these might link came to 
mind. A search of Pendeen Carn some one and a half miles to the west appeared to show 
an east/west slot across a dip, near the lower peak. Was this a natural geological fault or 
procession way? People still walk this path on a daily basis so the Cam is a natural draw to 
locals and visitors alike. I next looked to the skies and was informed that on the winter 
solstice the sun from Chlin Quoit falls through Carn Kenidjack so what possible time of 
year maybe for my alignment? The 
equinox produced some dramatic 
photos with the sun appearing to emi-
nate from the capstone of Chun Quoit a 
heart stopping moment caused by a 
defraction within the camera lens, but 
the alignment was not quite there. 
However, 4 days before the vernal 
equinox and therefore 4 days after the 
autumnal equinox, the sun lands either 
on the peak or slot of Pendeen Carn 
when observed from the back of Chun 
Castle. Path of setting sun over Pendeen Carn 

The terrain lends itself to this position and on my latest trip this spring my wife 
Kathy and I stopped at Stonehenge A chance conversation with a couple informed me that 
researchers now believe A vebury also celebrated the equinox some days earlier . Whether 
this is to do with the time difference between the equilux-tip of sun rising to tip of sun 
setting, and our equinox rnid-sun rising to mid sun setting I'm not sure. The. time at Chlin 
Castle was only 4mins short of equal day and night and only a couple of degrees from east 
west . When trying to get an exact alignment of features a foot either way or an inch higher 
or lower makes all the difference. My position in the castle was just out and the true 
position appeared to be some 10-15 feet within the rear wall. This was unfortunately too 
high to check so this year I brought a ladder along. I found the ladder was obstructed by a 
few stones which may be of significance as two of these stones are the halves of an 
originally larger one, the fault line a band of quartz, the top half panted, the lower half still 
in position. Although the terrain is in alignment at the elevated position the lower position 
of this possible additional pointer stone may place these three markets on the sea horizon 
where the sun sets? Another trip maybe? 

6 
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This leaves us the names found on the so-called 
Arthur Stone from Tintagel dramatically revealed to the 
world in a press release in August 1998. A slate drain cover 
from the east of the island was found to include part of a 
Late Roman inscription 1 on which was superimposed a 
series of 6111-century names: Paternus (or Paterninus ), Coli­
avus and Artognou. Coliavus, who appears twice, appears 
to have made or done something, as the word FICIT (the 

native version of classical FECIT) is associated with bis name. What was made, or done? 
Does it refer to a contract, or maybe building work? Why was a Late Roman inscription 
chosen to attach the names to? These must have been individuals of some standing to have 
their names thus recorded. The excavation team suggest that "it is difficult to envisage 
Tintagel as anything other than a site of the Dumnonian rulers ... from which control could 
be maintained of passing shipping." It is tempting to give these individuals some such high 
status at Tintagel. 

Where did they end up? The answer might be, at Tintagel churchyard. Here, in 
1990, the excavators revealed several Dark Age graves of indubitable Christian affiliation: 
some were cist graves, others unlined, at least two were 
mounded over, another was rock-cut, several had wooden 
grave markers and there was clear evidence for the raising 
of a granite pillar (Thomas 1993: 102ff). {photo rightJ. ,._ __ 
And there are probably other Dark Age graves yet to be 
identified. And what of Arthur? Does he lie here? Perhaps 
the last word ought to rest with J Cuming Walters (1997: 
26) who, in a poetic burst, describes a typical August 
sunset over the Island: "Darkness looms over Tintagel... 
The black chough wheels about the ruins - the spirit of 
Arthur, say the people, revisiting the scene of his glory." 
Now that the chough, after half a century's absence, is 
re-established on Cornwall's shores, we need look no 
further for firm evidence of Arthur's presence in the land. 

And at least the inclement weather doesn' t seem to bother it. 

1 Now interpreted as HAVG, referring to Honorius Augustus, Western Roman Emperor 
from 395 to 423; that is, the original slate dates to around 400 AD, implying an official 
presence here in the dying days of direct Roman rule, when Tintagel might have been 
known as Durocornovium. 

Full bibliography for this article may be found on next page. 

17 
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After this collection of truly extraordinary sites located in and around the head of 
our Bear, many of them delineating its shape, our next task is to explore the place that this 
great image is staring so intently at - Tintagcl itself. The Headland, Castle and Churchyard 
are investigated elsewhere in this issue of MM, but we have discovered other elements that 
help to explain the ancient significance of this most amazing place. 

In the Churchyard of S t.Materiana' s Church on the coast opposite the Headland is a 
standing stone - the original 'sacred' stone of the site [illustrated on p.11 & p.17 of this 
MM]. 1 asked Robin Heath, one of the cou!'Jtry's leading researchers into megaliths and 
astroarchaeology, for his advice. Over the years he had conducted many landscape surveys, 
and immediately suggested from his previous experience what this stone may have been. 
He noticed that the monolith is positioned as a 
perfec t sighting stone to view the sky against the 
backdrop of the horizonal plateau of Tintagel 
Island. From this spot it would be possible to 
observe circumpolar stars and other constellations 
that came closer to the Earth, rising and setting 
just above the level horizon formed by the flat­
toppcd Island to the North. Normally it would 
have been impossible to create such a star obser­
vatory without raising earthworks to make an 
artificial horizon due to natural undulations in the landscape. Consequently Tintagel was 
the only place in the country where Nature had contrived to create a flat-topped island set 
against the most level horizon it is possible to get - the sea. Later he confirmed the Pole Star 
was stationed above the Island with the stars of the Great Bear circling slowly around it. 

These revelations about Tintagel as a possible observatory for the constellations 
surrounding the Pole Star were, though, only just the beginning of a journey to understand 
who might have laid all this out, and the ultimate question of why? On another visit to 
Tintagel, this time armed with a theodolite, Robin conducted a survey from the sighting 
stone in the churchyard to the Island in its setting amongst the coastal cliffs, and we caught 
a momentary glimpse into the minds of the astronomer-priests who had used this location 
for stellar observation. We realised that an amazing sight would have confronted them, 
loaded with symbolic power, on the evening of the Winter Solstice. Assuming a clear sky, 
the last rays of the dying Sun would vanish below the south-western Atlantic. at about 4.30 
in the afternoon. The seven bright stars of the Great Bear would then gradually appear 
shimmering in the sky above the Island. Its head would then be seen to rise up above 
Boscastle (where the cliff called Pentargon - Arthur's Head - is located) to later rear 
upwards to the East of the Island's plateau, hovering like a heavenly presence. In the hours 
after its first appt:arance the Bear would become more and more erect, as if being born 
from the Earth and flying up into the sky along the corridor of the Polar Axis. This cosmic 
spectacle of the Sun dying and then the Great Bear rising up above the Island must have 
had enormous significance to those whose lives were so closely bound up with the seasonal 
cycles and the events taking place in the skies. 

20 
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Some years previously, Robin Heath had made a striking discovery 
concerning the way certain megalithic and other prehistoric sites in Britain 
were related to each other. He realised that Stonehenge was due east of the 
island of Lundy, and that the Preseli mountains of west Wales (from where 
Stonehenge's bluestones originated) were due north of Lundy, the three 
sites forming an 5/12/ 13 geodetic triangle on the land, that reflected the 
Station Stone rectangle at Stonehenge itself. If this triangle is mirrored 
southwards in the same proportions (5/12/ 13) it touches significant 
Cornish sites, such as Restormel Castle near Lostwithiel (home of the 
Dukes and Earls of Cornwall, who had modelled their reigns on Arthurian 
mythology), and the prehistoric earthwork of Castle Dore near Fowey 
(where King Mark of Arthurian legend was believed to have had his 
Court). It also runs through the Great Bear of Tintagel! This information 
was almost too much to absorb. First the discovery of the shape of the 
Great Bear, then the realisation that Tintagel may have been purposefully 
designed as some sort of circumpolar observatory, and now the recognition 
that all this was part of a greater design linked to other Arthurian sites that 
included Stonehenge. Not for the first or the last time l asked myself if all 
this could be a projection of our minds. But any lingering doubts were 
soon to be dispelled as we examined the evidence even more closely, 
which can be found in more detail in the book. 

This was followed by other developments. Just 
outside Boscastle was a previously unrecorded stone row 
of white quartz boulders at longitude 4° 38' 16" (map ref 
SX 137915) above Anderton Farm near St. Juliot's 
Church. These three stones are set into the side of a steep 
valley, with two white boulders earth-fast and the topmost 
stone slightly toppled from its original position: they look 
rather like sheep in the distance, and are visible from a 
wide area including the hiH above Boscastle. The shape of 
this upper stone is very like that of a giant white stone 
arrowhead that would have appeared starkly outlined on 
the horizon, before a stone hedge was built directly behind 
it. The stones are of great significance because they appear 
to delineate the eastern extremity of the body of the Great 
Bear. When we measured their azimuth we were con­
vinced that this unknown stone row - which we tentatively 
named The Arthur Stones - were of considerable impor­
tance. Allowing for the movement of the top pointer stone ..... -.-... 
over what might be many thousands of years; they point towards True North. We wondered 
whether, because of their angle of slope, they might have been designed to point to a 
particular star as it crossed the polar meridian. Did it once align to a certain star in the 
constellation of the Great Bear as it touched the Earth? 

21 
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20 rtPJI<Jzy Jiqo 
Delving into the pages of MM from the past 

It was in 1990 in MM 13 that news of the excavations at Tintagel Churchyard were 
revealed in an article written especially for MM by the Site Director Professor Charles 
Thomas. As well as giving details of that first season's excavations (referred to on p.9 of 
this MM), Charles Thomas also wrote about the relationship of the Churchyard to the 
Island site, and the significance of that Island site. Part of that article is revisited here: 

"All the clues suggest that before the 12th 
century, the remarkable natural stronghold of 
Tintagel Island [right] was regarded, by the Cornish, 
as having been the citadel of great figures of their 
race, kings or heroes, in some remote past. It seems 
probable that the story-cycle involving King Mark, 
Tristan and Isolde - these are all originally Cornish 
names and are first recorded in pre-Norman Corn­
wall - was partly set at Tintagel. 

The Island, and part of the mainland cut off by the great ditch, occupied slightly in 
the late Roman period, was then used sporadically until about AD 600 as some kind of 
seasonal citadel: almost all the top of the Island is covered with structures and the heart of 
this citadel is now known to lie under the Hall of the medieval Inner or Island ward. The 
finds include large amounts of pottery containers (for wine, olive-oil or other commodi­
ties), fine dishes and glass from the Meditteranean - places like southern Turkey, 
Byzantium, the Greek Isles and North Africa are involved - and these are seen as luxuries, 
imported directly by ships tying up at Tintagel itself, traded for streamed tin and perhaps 
other items centrally collected by a process of tribute. The attributions of these distant 
imports, and their dates, are certain. 

The rulers, or grandees, or local kings behind this post-Roman occupation remain 
anonymous; we can't at this date talk about 'the ancient kings of Cornwall' because the 
native British kingdom Dumnonia also embraced Devon and part of Somerset, and such 
rulers probably moved from centre to centre over one or more years. We can be fairly sure 
that by AD 500 they were Christian and their court and retainers, and war bapd, were also 
nominally Christian. The Island contains no known traces of a contemporary church or 
graveyard. In the last few years, compiling a detailed archaelogical study of Tintagel 
parish churchyard and various discoveries there, I became convinced that this site - with its 
reported cist-graves, partial exterior earthwork and curious grassy mounds - might also go 
back to the 5th and 6th centuries AD, and represent the 'sacred site' attached to the purely 
military-political occupation of the Island citadel." 

Following this, the excavation at the Churchyard continued, and the rest, they say, 
is history! 

24 
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HAMISH MILLER 1927-2010 

Hamish Miller, one of Britain's best known and most highly respected dowsers, 
died suddenly at his home near Lelant in Cornwall on Burns Night (Jan 25th) aged 82. He 
was born in Bo'ness, Scotland in 1927, the son of a dentist. In the 1940's, he attended St 
Andrew's and Edinburgh Universities and subsequently started his own furniture manu­
facturing company in Sussex. By the early l 980's, he had become a highly successful 
businessman, but in 1982 he suffered complications during a major abdominal operation 
and effectively died on the operating table. This Near Death Experience, with which he 
later came to terms, changed the course of his life radically and irrevocably. 

He left behind the world of commerce and engaged 
a completely different outlook, with far-sighted goals and 
values. One aspect of this new life was to make him a 
household name, with an international reputation through­
out the dowsing community. He made a series of ground­
breaking discoveries relating to dowsing during the 1980s 
and 1990's, which are described in his collaborative works, 
The Sun and the Serpent, The Dance of the Dragon and In 
Search of the Southern Serpent. These books captured the 
imagination of a whole new generation of practitioners and 
he was instrumental in bringing the arcane art out of its 
relative obscurity as a tool for finding water and presenting 
it to a wider, younger and more ambitious audience, hungry 
for both a practical and an intuitive understanding of the 
emerging field of Earth Energy investigation. [Nigel Twinn] 

I first met Hamish soon after I returned to Cornwall in I 986, and we continued to 
connect over the years. I have two strong memories of him: the first is of sitting in the 
beautiful sun-lit garden of his home with him and his wife Ba, shortly before the 
publication of one of his books, discussing the differences between energy and ley lines, 
and how they manifested in the land of Cornwall that he loved so much. He showed me 
some iron work that he had been creating (he was also an accomplished blacksmith) and I 
mentioned I loved the Vesica Piscis that he had recently created for Glastonbury Chalice 
Well gardens. The second occasion was the last time I met him, only a few weeks before 
Yule 2009 at a presentation of walking the Michael Line, when we talked about how the 
quest for answers nearly always leads to more questions. I shall miss his gentle energies, 
his deep insights and wisdoms, his openness to other ideas and possibilities, and his warm 
kindnesses. ln recent years he formed The Parallel Community, an organisation dedicated 
to linking together diverse groups in a number of countries that are seeking to build a more 
caring and a more positive future for humankind. This was typical of his love for the Earth 
and his impatience with the way we are spoiling it. Hamish was always an inspirational 
figure, but he wore his fame and his influence lightly, and his ideas and his work will be 
greatly missed by many people, not just in Cornwall, but all over the world. [CS] 



MEYN MAMVRO | 72 | Summer 2010 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive 

 

DOWSING THE EARTH ENERGIES 
An article written by Hamish for Meyn Mamvro in 1988 

I shall never forget the moment of magic when my 
newly forged rods moved and crossed on the lower slopes 
of Trencrom. I had been to a talk by Colin Bloy, a man of 
many talents and founder member of the Fountain Com­
munity Healing idea, on the subject of "Healing and Ley 
Lines". Colin has been dowsing energies for many years 
and is far beyond having to use the tools of the trade - rods 
or pendulums - to get accurate results on the interpretation 
of energy fields around people and their environment. I 
watched this man delicately defining auras, chakras and 
earth energy fields, his fingers moving swiftly and lightly 
in a confident appraisal of the shape and form of things 
about which I had previously heard only vague references. 

At the end of the afternoon I approached him with some diffidence, telling him that 
I lived in the West Penwith, an area with sacred places, standing stones, circles, holy wells, 
and a compelling pull on certain people to return, live and learn again some of the secrets 
that, as a matter of course the Old People knew for their survival. I asked him if he knew 
of a dowser in the area with whom I could work to find out more about the strange Penwith 
energies which had fascinated me for upwards of thirty years. I was disappointed when he 
looked at me and said "You can do it yourself'. My immediate reaction was of rejection 
from the fresh new area of thought which had just opened up, and I left that afternoon with 
mixed feelings of intrigue, bewilderment and subdued excitement, and a certainty that this 
was a concept much too important to ignore. 

He was right of course. "You can do it yourself' niggled in the back of my mind for 
weeks while I was beating hot iron in the forge, and late one afternoon when the fire was 
going really well I picked up a couple of lengths of 3/8th inch rod, and, inspired by visions 
of Vulcan, hammered out a pair of heavy dowsing rods for use in the windswept West 
Penwith - an act which completely changed my life. With great care I polished them, 
lacquered them, laid them down on the bench and admired them, handled them, laid them 
down again, started another job, afraid to take them out to try in case after all Colin was 
wrong and they didn't work. Finally into the car and up towards Trencrom. 

Legend bas it that there were two giants, one living on Trencrom and the other on 
St.Michael's Mount, who were great friends. They had only one hammer and used to 
throw it to each other if either of them needed it. How else could the Troubadors describe 
the massive exchanges of energy between these two powerful mystical sites? The story 
goes on to describe the tragedy that led to to the quarrel between the giants and the 
breakdown of the friendly exchange, resulting in the reduction and perhaps cessation of the 
flow of power. 
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It seemed possible that there might be a residual effect from the Old Ones, 
neglected for countless years, but surely still active from the accounts of so many people 
who find peace and healing in quiet contemplation on top of the hill. I walked around the 
base of the Hill Fort, rods pointing in front, hands nervous, knees weak, but with a deeply 
entrenched certainty that something was there - a feeling of involvement with something 
beyond the five senses. For some minutes nothing happened, and I began to despair that I 
might not be able to take part in the exploration of these strange matters. Then in a moment 
of pure joy and a sense of wonder that brought tears of exhileration, the rods moved 
positively round and crossed on the first energy line l had been able to find. Six feet further 
on I found a second line and beyond that another one that barely registered. Two hours and 
six miles later I had crossed and recrossed the line in 50 places, always finding the same 
configuration, and on marking the points on a map discovere9 that the line went directly 
from the top of Trencrom to St.Michael's Mount. It was the beginning of a dramatic, 
intriguing, tantaLising relationship with what I now believe is our planet Gaia's nervous system. 

A few weeks later I was enthusing with another dowser on the fact that the line still 
existed, and in the course of demonstrating the configuration found that there now 
appeared to be five lines where originally there had been two and a bit. An intensive period 
of dowsing and recording followed, and within a couple of months the line seemed to have 
re-established itself with eight clearly defined separate bands with a total width of 
approximately six feet. In some way the strength of the line seemed to be responding to an 
awareness that it existed, and it was now possible for many people who had never dowsed 
before to get a positive reaction to the energy field. They were picking it up naturally and 
without guidance as to where it was, and one of the great pleasures of this work is to watch 
the expressions on the faces of people who realise that the rods are moving apparently of 
their own accord. 

About this time I had learned that dowsing rods can be used holding the handles 
together and looking along the two like sighting a rifle. Trying this on the side ofTrencrom 
one clear morning, I took a look, confidently expecting to see St.Michael's Mount in the 
sights, only to discover to my dismay that the line was miles out. A few yards further on 
the line appeared to be pointing in another direction, and when there appeared to be no 
consistency from various points, I thought that perhaps the technique was wrong, or that I 
had lost the capacity for accurate dowsing. On looking again it became obvious that in the 
reverse direction the lines consistently pointed to a particular rock at the top of the hill, and 
after circling the hill and identifying the rock, it was possible to locate what was palpably 
the earth energy centre of this powerful sacred site. From this point, energy lines - forty 
eight in all - unequally spaced, radiated from the source like the spokes of a wheel, 
discernible at least two hundred yards away. Also starting at the source was a colossal right 
hand energy spiral, starting closely together at the centre and winding out, becoming 
weaker, until it covered most of the area around the hill. It was an exciting discovery and 
triggered a whole new series of checks to find out variations, if any, caused by time of day, 
moon movements, weather, etc, and provided the basis for further work in dowsing some 
of the secret enigmatic power sources which abound in Pen with. 
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They have to be treated with care 
and respect, approached with love and 
humility. If your intent is good, the ener­
gies will envelope you with an inner peace 
that is indefinable. lf your intent is harmful 
to people or place, the reaction is of rejec­
tion and a reflection of the ugliness within 
that makes you act in this way. In the early 
days of working with the stones, in a 
moment of egotistical triumph, I put a le~ 
hand patronisingly on the top of a single 
stone not far from the Merry Maidens. 
What I can only describe as a violent electric shock went through my arm, and for the next 
twenty minutes I found it virtually impossible to drive the car. We are good friends now, 
that stone and I, but that day I learned an important lesson. We are one, the earth and us, 
and we must learn to stop abusing our parent body. The American Indians, Aborigines, and 
some African tribes are amongst the last remaining few who still have an understanding of 
what our relationship with the earth should be. Most of us have been cut off for so long 
that we have to make tenuous contact with things that were accepted as normal by ancient 
people who had infinitely more dignity and spiritual capacity than we care to recognise. 
The stones and the sacred sites have the knowledge stored in them which we desprately 
need. It will be given to those who care. 

HAMISH MILLER BOOKS & DVDs [www.hamishmiller.co.uk] 
BOOKS [www.penwithpress.co.uk] 
The Sun and the Serpent [with Paul Broadhurst] -Pendragon Press, 1989 
An investigation into Earth Energies by tracking the Michael & Mary lines. 
It's Not Too Late - Penwith Press, 1998 
Hamish 's thoughts, ideas and stories from his life. 

~The Dance of the Dragon [with Paul Broadhurst] - Pendragon Press, 2000 
~ An odyssey into Earth Energies, following the international Apollo & Athena lines. 
~ The definitive wee book on Dowsing - Penwith Press, 2002 
., A jouney beyond the five senses into the world of dowsing. 

In Search of the Southern Serpent [with Barry Brailsford] - Penwith Pres_s, 2006 
A journey into the power of place in New Zealand. 
fforthcomingj A Life Divined [with Nigel Twinn] - 2010 
Hamish 's life and discoveries, chiefly in his own words 

KNIGHTS ROSE DVDs featuring Hamish [www.knightsrose.com] 
The Spirit of the Serpent-An exploration into earth energy 
Hamish on the Parallel Community 
Diverse Dowsing - A demonstration of basic dowsing tools & techniques 

There will be a Celebration of Hamish at the Parallel Community Open Day on the 8th 
May at Treviscoe near Lelant. 


